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BY REBECCA FLOOD

ke s0 many arusts, Bronwyn Woodley
Grabham had a dream of becoming a e
spected artst. However life as an artist wasn't

abwavs casy for the Balmain resident, taking

AT LIS LI s that weren't necessarnly her dream

of full-ume painting. Nevertheless after a tew
SIET WIIlang: pobDs ind stints as a graphic art
s1, it all came together tor her in
Out behind the

proportons from

Bronwyn has been exhabiung her

both 1 Australia and overseas. Due to arnve
in America later this vear, she was spotted by a
Massag husetrs an \‘Il ry oaner, not long atter

l\.’l,‘ll‘l).llal

appeanng 1n \ustrala’s prestig
Prize line-up, in which she presented a portrai
of local actor and caté omner, Steve Biskev.

“1 had an cxhibition with the MLC gallery,

anxl the owner of a Massachusetts gallery was

there, he hiked my work and basically asked if 1

woukl go over there,” she sad, “and of course
I sad YOS, gre au!™

Bronwyn's work will be on show in the Mas
sachusctts town of North \«iJ.’I‘n\‘ pust outsxde
of Boston at the Kolok Art Gallery. She will
then move on 1o London cardy next year o
form part of a group exhibition featunng

Australian  women

the Bever
Iy Knowles Gallery
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Archibald, vou kind of hope

yYou but you don’t expect 1o get

hung,” she openly admitted. “1f it was hung

it woukl’ve been k >'.\:\. bur if not that’s oka

When this came along, 1t was unbehevable;

I'm very excited abowt i, Tapping in to her

istic ability carly on in life, Bronwwyn'’s rela

nonship with the canvas started with a desire

to paint, “I've been an artist in some form or

other throughout my whole life, but | started
) :

to really want 1o paint full-time about seven

vears apo,” she sawd, “My granddfather was an

artist, he was a very good one, anxd | feel 1 re

lated o him CSPXX wally since | loved portraits,
| started out with Art Express and then did
Lfr.llil‘it are,"” Croingr on o the Charlic Sheards
Sudio School 1in Svdney, Bronwyn started to
kearn about the sernous, untokl nature of ant
.\H:.".'n',; l]'g ¢ LOor four years, \]'z;' l‘. heves \En‘
learnt many of the traditional painting skills
which today are often ignored
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thing with art, here and universally

across the world, a lot of ;\nplc have lost

the basic skills of art It's hike 2 wrade in 2 loe
of wavs,” she said. “Hundreds of yvears ago,
Pamnicers wy wild ake on an .ll‘l‘l('!\l'.-(( > anxl the
apprentice would master the art.”™
“1 spent four years really learning about my
craft. There are a lot of really good artists
in Australian, but the craft of art, and those
skills have been lost over the conturnies”
\s wisc as she is '.lll‘l"t\‘:. Broawwn

has been taking it one brush stroke at a

LIMC WOrkinge tow wds her internanonal

ted over

future, “having my work exhs
scas is raally pood,
I've just Lot to gt
to work now, as if it
was any other day”
she sad. “I've got
to get painting, Be
ing layered brush
strokes, its a lot of
work, | have mn
work cut out for

mec



